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OF 


Laying onof Hands. 


the buſinc(s of Baptiſm in irs In- 
ſtitztion , Subjett, Manner, End , 
&c.lt may neither be wwreceflary nor wnprofita- 
ble to give you here ſome Account of that of 
Laying on of Hands , not only becauſe it im- 
mediately followes that of Baptiſms, Heb-6.1,2. 
but more c{peciallyzbccauſc tor Confirmation,as 
ic hath beech callcd , it_ hath beeu nexe after 
Baptiſm , (o ſolkemaly aſſerted, praftiſed, and 
exjoined both in former aud latter times, as an 
Ordinance of Chriſt and Eſſentially neceſſary 
to Charch-Communion» But what this laying 
on of Hands is, and how that of Confirmaii- 
ox is founded upon the Word of God, we hall 
here confider and examine, aud recommend to 
the judgment of all diſcerning and impaatial 
Chriſtians. 


RY p4 The 


Aving given you an Account both The /ntro- 
* from Scripture and Antiquity of #41" 


-4 A Treatiſe of laping 0n of Fands- 

The Me- The Method I ſhall obſerve hereia , (hall 

= 9" bez tirſt ro give you an Account what we find 
ot-this Rite in the New Teſtament. Secondly, 
How aſlerted and Praftiſed by the Ancients , 
with the Opinions of the Fathers and Decrees 
ot Councils upon it. Thirdly. How Pradti- 
ſed: and enjoyned by the Church of Rome. 
Fourthly, How by the Church of England. 
Fitthly, How afſcrted by ſome of the Presby- 
t:ri.m and Tadependent per{walion. Sixthly, 
And. how praQtifed and enjoyned by ſeveral 
of the Baptiſed Churches in this Nation,with 
ſome remarks wpon each of them for the bets 

7-8 apo ter diſcovery of Truth, 

Nev Te- 1. How layirg onof Hands is wſed in the 

Rament. N. w Teſtament. * el | 

- Smmecs- Firltzin BenediCtion, Mark 10: 16. He took 

"om the young Children up in bis Arms, put bis 
Hands upm them,and bl: (ſed them. 


_— Secondly , In the Cure of Diſeaſes and 
mes. healing the ſick Marks.5. And be could there do 


nm mighty work, ſave that be laid bis Haiids 
upon a few fick, filks and healed them: And 
c. 16. 17,18.In my Name thzy ſhall caft out De- 
7ils thy ſhall ſpeak with New Tongues.thry ſhall 
the up Serpents , and if they drink, any deadly 
thing , it ſhall nnt burt th:m\, They ſhall lay 
Hunds on the fick, and they ſhall recover, Acts 


28. 8. Aid it came to paſs, thr the Father of 


P:ihlins ly fick of 4 Fe wer and of 4 Bloody 
Flux. t» whon Paul entred in and prayed, ard 
laid bis Hazds on bim an4 healed him. 
3. For ex- Thirdly, For thc cout.rring the extraordis- 
fracror a= nary Gilts of the Spitit. vize 


| 1. Bcforc Buptiſm, Afi. 9. 17. And Ana: 


1) { id/is 
1, Ee-r:64 


Baptiſm. 181 
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T” -© ATreatife of tering cn of Yands, 


OW I 


nizs went his way and enmred into the Hour 
» tre 


putting bis Hands on bim ſaid.brother Saul 


Lord even Jclus that appeared unto thee in the 
way as thou cameſt,bath ſent me that thou might'|t 


receive thy 
Gbyt, and immediatelythere fell from his eyes as 
it had been Scales,and be received fight forthwith 
and aroſe and was Baptiſed. | 

2. After. Baptiſm, Acts $. 14, 15-, &c- 
Now when the Apoſiles which were at Jeruſ3- 
lem, heard that Samaria bad received the IVord 
of God.they ſent nnto them Peter and John, who 
when they were come down, prayed for them that 
they m'ght receive the Holy . Ghoſt , for as yet 
he was faln upon none of them , only they were 
Baptiſed in theName of the Lord ]clus. Then 1aid 
they their Hands on them , and they received the 
Haly Ghoſt. And when Simon ſaw that thromgh 
laying on of the Apoſtles Hands the Holy Ghoſt 
was givenhe offered them mony, ſaying, give me 
alſo this Power that on whomſoever I lay Hands 
they may receive the Holy Ghyjt but Perer ſaid thy 
Mony periſh with thee , becauſe thou baſt th 42h: 
that the gift of God may be purchaſed with mony, 
8 Ce 


fight , and be filled with the Hely 


2. Aſter 
Eapriſmn. 


Fourthly , In Ordination or ſetting apart 4 01517e- 


to Ofhce, viz. Atis 6. 6. whom thty ſet be- 
fore the Apoftles ( vize the {even Deacons the 
Church bad choſen } and when they bad prayed 
and laid their hands on them , and thc Word 
ot God cucrealed, ec. 

1, Tim: 4. 14. Negledt not the Gift which is 
in thee that was given thee by Proph:cy with the 
liying on of Hands of the Presbytery. 2. Tum. 
1. 6. Wherefore 1 put thic in remembr mce 

AZ3 thu 


jon. 
t. Deacons 


* 
13. E:atrs. 


2 Mcſſen- 
gere. 


2 How by 
the Anci- 
Ennis. 


D;3n ſaws. 


wffs of ſaping on of hands. 
that thou tir up the gift of God which is in thee, 
by the putting on of my hands. 1 Tim 5. 22, 
Lay bands ſuddenly on no Man , neither be par- 
taker of other mens ſius, keep thy ſelf pure. 

Acts 13.3-And when they(viz+ the Elders or 
Teachers of Antioch ; had Paſted and Prayed, 
and laid their hands on them| vit. Paul and Bar- 
nabas | they ſent them away. 

In which Scriptures ſpeaking of this Rite , 
we may take notice of theſe things. 

I. Firſt, the ſeveral kinds of it, viz. For 
Benedidiion , Healing, Ordination, and grving 
if the Spirit. 

2. Secondly , what called , viz. Laying on 
of Hands. 

3+ Thirdly,the Swbjeds, viz. Linle Children, 
Sick Perſons, and ſuch upon whom the Spirit 
had not faln, and Church-Officers. 

4- Fourthly, the Adminiſtrators, viz. Chrift 
Feſus bimſelf, any gifted Believer, the Elders, 
or Presbyters, The gifted Apoſtles. 

5. Fifthly,the end, to Bleſs little Children,to 
give Miraculous healing, And for Extraor- 
dinary gifts of the Spirit -to confirm the 
Goſpel. And for Ordioation of Church-Ofh- 
CErs. 


Secondly , How aſſerted by the Ancients , and 
by the C anons and Decrees of ſeveral Comncils. 


Dionyſius the Areopagite Pauls Convert at 
Athens \uppoſed to be the firſt Writer about 
the year 70. in his Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy cap. 


de Bapt. faith, After Baptiſm let the Sacre- 


ment of Confirmation be adjoined with Untiion, 
then 


| 
A Tooatile of faping on of hands. | 7 
then os the: Recherif be given, Contemp. 3- 
-, Pope Clement | in his fourth Epiſtle, (aith, .Memenr 
Let them be Baptized, and then Conſigned by the 
Bifop for the Holy Spiriz, for without C onfir- 
mation uo perfetion. Joleph,V ice comes De Bapt. 
Ritibus p. 369 c- 18. 

Faitin Marigre Reſponſes 137, Queſt. ſaith, 5,9; 
after Baptiſm we are 10 anoint with Holy Chryſm Martyr, 
for Spiritual benefit , Vice cont» ch». 28+ P+ 369. 

Pope Hyginus in his Decree,as faith Gratian , j10,. 
L Ofgand. Cent. 2. 1, 2+ c 5. ith , in Cate- nw. 
chiſm, Baptiſm, and Confirmation, let there be 8 
Goffip if neceſſity require. 

Pope Calixtus , Anno, 218. Ordained Con- þ, .,. 
firmation ta be performed with Chriſm, Flores | 
Temporum confe\. Fabo. c. 7. 

Pope Urban in, his decretal Epiſtle enjoins, p, T4. 
that the Sacrament of Confirmation be immedi- 
ately given after Baptiſm, and that all the faith- 
fal are to wait ar the Spirit by tbe imp\ſition of 
the Hands of the Biſhop, Vice co. c- 38. p.'370- 

Pope Melebiader , or Meltiades about 31%. þ ,,, , 
ordained Impoſition of bands as neceſſary to ,,, 
perteF Baptiſin. And in his Univerſal De- 
cretal Epiſtle, anſwering the Qurſtimn , woich 
of the Sacraments Baptiſm or Confirmation wx 
of greater Efficacy and Vertxe, ſaith,they are to 
be joined together , there cbeing ſuch Affinity be- 
twixt tbem , that one is not to be done without 
the other ; neitber of them being perfect alone, 

Vice comes p. ; 

Pape Exſcbis wm his Decretal Epiſtle c zl P. Eb; 
Impoſition of b mds a Sxrrament which w. nt hep go: 
L awful to be adminijtred but by theB ſhyp.Argds 
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Cyprian. 


Ambroſe. 


Ferom. 


Awgrftin. 


P. Inno 
Sine... 


Thdere, 


Cent. 4. p- 478: Alſo in his Epiſtle to the 


\ Biſho of Twuſca , prefers laying on of hands or 


Confirmation before Baptiſm, Mag, Cen. 4 c- 
7. _ 58 I, 

Cyprian in his 73 Epiſtle to Jabajen faith, 
that Baptiſm is confummatad by the Sacrament of 
Confirmation» Aud again in” Ep. 72. lev. 1. 
Perſons axe fly ſantlified , and tray be ſons of 
God if t born of both $acraments , vit. 
Baptiſm and Confirmation,Vice- com. p. 370. 

Ambroſe after the Font or Baptiſm, let there 
be perfetion or Confirmation, for ſo be calls impoſi- 
tion of bands, Lib. 2. c 7+ 

Ferom advers. Lucit. Contending for the Rites 
of the Church,faith, And do not you know that 
it is the Cuſtom of the Church, that upon the 
Baptiſed , bands ſhould be impoſed, Mag, Cen. 
4. P- 420- ; 

Auguſtin; That Impoſition of Hands after 
Baptiſm , was neceſſary for the gifts of the Spi- 
rits And that if Ignorant Infants be brought 
to be Baptiſed , let them Anſwer for them that 
browght them , and being Baptiſed let them be 
Confirmed and Anointed with boly Chryſme,and 
ſolet them receive the Excharift, Lib. de Ecclcſ, 
Dogm. Vice comes, c. 28. p. 371. 

Pope Innocent in his firſt Ep. 22. Macedon. 
c 5, Shews how impious and Sacrilegious it 
is to repeat the Baptiſm of Infants or Adulr, 
and how requiſite tolay hands on the Bapti- 
ſd after the Example of Peter and Fcbn, 48s 
8. 17. and Paxl 19. 6. Vice comes c. 3+ 


p- 376 _ 

Ifidore faith, that Impoſtion of bands did 
belong not to the Biſhops Vicars , but to the Bi» 
4 ſhops 


ſhops themſelver; And the Reaſon be render; is. be- 


cauſe that none of the 70Diſciples who Repreſent- 
ed the Apoſtles , bad power by laying on of bands 
ro give the Spirit , Magdeburg. Cent. 6. 


P» 675+ 


Heaimo upon Hebrews 6. faith , Impoſition #1": 
of bands is called Confirmation , which by the 
Spirit is received , and after Baptiſm confirms 
the Unity of the Church , and that Children a 
well as Adult were to partake thereof , Mag, 
Cen. 9. 


Rabanus Manrus Lib. 1.Inſt.Cler.c.30. ſaith, Rabenus. 
that there are two laying on of bands , one by thy 
Prieſt in Baptiſm , the other by the _—— 
ion, as Chriſt gave the Spirit by 
ing upon them before the Reſurretiion and aficr 
pon the day of Pentecolt. 


Canons and Decrees of 
Councils, 


In the Council of Laadices in Phrygia Pa- © £494 
eatiana, held under P. Sylveſter the firſt of that 
Name, Biſhop of Rome about 315. It was 
decreed in the 48 Canon, that the Baptiſed ought 
to receive after Baptiſm the moſt ſacred Chryſme, 
and be made partakers of the Heavenly Kingdoms 
Vice come Ps 371» 


In the Comeil of Eliberis in Spain, held © +1;4.. 
305. unde Pope Mercelius, It was drereed it vis. 
the 38 Canon. That ſuch as ſtyled into ſtrange 


Cor irits 


"420 * © AMreatitref lapingon'ef bends. 


Comnntrier, or if. a C burch be not near at bend, a 
Reliever if be bath Bopoiſm intire via. Baptiſm 
and Confirmation, and bave not two Wives, may 
Baptife a Catechumen in caſe of neceſſity through 
ſickneſs , but ſo that if be Recover , he bring 
him to the Biſhop that be may be perfefted by 
Impoſition of Hands ,, and Canon 77, If any 
Deacon hol _— a' Prerbyter Baptiſe, 
"= —_— ought by bleſſing to perfe} or Con 
In the 4 Comncil of Cartbage under P. Inyo- 
cent the firſt, about 418. It was decreed that 
there ſhould be Impoſition of hands for the 
Abſolving the Penitent, Vickr. L. 2. de perſecut. 
C. Spalen, Vandal. 
The Comncil of Spalence , ordained that the 
iſed were to bave bands laid upon them and 
to. be figned with Chriſm, and that the Biſhops 
only were to perform it.Magdeb.Cent. 7. p.148, 
The Council of Bracerens C. 7. Command- 
ed that a little Balſom ſhould be put into the 
Conſecrated Oyl , and that no leſs Reverence 
ſhould be paid to this Ceremany , than to Baptiſm 
it ſelf. Mag, Cen. 7. p. 148- 


C. Brace. 


Ferns, 


The Council of Conftantinople chap. 7. 
That none were to be admitted 20 Confirmation 
but thoſe thas were infirutted by Catechiſm , and 
en'd ſay the Creed and Lords Prayer by beart, 
Mag, Cen. 7. p. 148» 


C. Conſtan 


C.Cabil, The Councilof Cabilloneſis Cap. 6. ? the 
time of Pope Engenins , Decreed that the Bap- 
tiſm of the Adwlt ſhreld preſemly , if Infants 
after ſome years of underſtanding, be efron 

wit 


= hand _— bk a4 aw SU A 


A Creatife of loping on of hondr.— & or 
with Conſignation and Chryſm and that Confir- | 
mation frond not be reiterated , Mag. ſony 8. 


P- 350- 


In the Gallican Council it was decreed,that Gallices, 
when the Biſhyp goes bis Canonical Circuit to 
Confirm , that the Priefti be always ready for bis 
Aﬀſiſtance , and that there be Goſſips as well in 
thu, as in Baptiſm 3 and that the confirmed have 
bis hair cut,Mag,.Cent. $-p. 350. 


The Council of Trent about Confirmation &-Tren*. 
Decrecd. 


1- That whoſoever ſaid it was an Idle Ce- 
remony not a Sacrament properly , or that it was 
formerly uſed that Children might give an Ac- 
count of their Faith. 2+. That to aſcribe Vertxe 
to Chryſm was to wrong the holy Spirit. 3. 
That every ſimple Prieft is the ordinary Miniſter 
for Confirmation and not the Biſhop only,ſhould be 
accurſed. Oltan. Czut. 16. p. 417. 


By which ſayings of the Ancients, Canons, 
and Decrces of Councils, it appears they had 
early ſet a foot ſomething for an Ordinance of 
the Church enjoyned to be Practiſed after 
Paptiſm, and whereof we give you this bricf 
account from them, 


Firſt,as tothe Name by which it was called 1 Name. 


viz. Confirmation. 2+ Anointing or (C bryſm. 
3. Impoſition of hands. 4. Perfeion. 


I, Cons» 


2 Ground. 


3 \lanner. 


4 Admin. 


5 Subjes, 


eatife of [ayſng-en of bands. - 

7. Coatirmation., becauſe, both . Baptiſm 
and the VUn;ty,of the Church; was thereby con- 
firmed. 2. Chryſm or anointing, becauſe Oyl 
mingled with Balſom,the thing uſed herewith 
ig 1mitation of the boly Oz uſed of old. 
3-. Impoſition of hands 1a alluſton to the Apo- 
tiles practiſe, A&. 8. 19. who laid on hancs 
for theSpirit ( though this could not properly 
be ſo called , cauſe it, was, but croſſing the 
Forchead wich the Finger.) 4+ Perfediion, bc- 
cauſe they eſteemed Baptiſm imperfect with- 
out it , therefore for the firſt times they uſed 
to praQile it together. 


2. As to the Grounds upon which it was 
practiſed ,. viz. as an Apoſtolical Tradition 
handed to them from the Apoites times by the 
Eminent Doctors of the three hrlt Centuries, 
upon whoſcAuthority it was practiſcd,till con- 
tirmed by the Ccuncils before mentioned,riz- 
Laodicea,Eliberis , &c. 


3- As to the manner of performing it viz- 
by < reſting and anointing the Forchcad of the 
Contumed . party, with Oyl and Chryſm- 


4. As to the Adminiſtrators, viz. only'a Bi- 
ſhop to whom iu an eſpecial manner it was en- 
tailed , its being unlawful for any other to do 
it from Peter and Fohns being ſent by the 
Church of Feruſalem , to impolc hands which 
Philip did not? do. x 


5. As to the Subjefts , viz. All Baptifcd 
pcrions wap were enther Adult,or Infants, im- 
mediatcly 


A'Treatice ef laping on of bends. 
mediatcly , or ' afterwards, Eaprifcd Infafts 


at ycars of diſcretion. The. Adwlt were | 
firſt the Catechuriens, who were cither | 
the Children of Heathen that inclined to \ 
Chriſtianity , or the Children of Chriſtians , 


newly come to the Faith, who. to thifir com- 
pleating in Chriſtianity , were to take theſe 
five ſteps , thus known and diſtinguiſhed. 


13 


1. They were to be Catechiſed, taught ang |. 44u!r. 


inſtruftrd , and then were called the Catechn- 
meni. 2. Upon their propounding them(clves 
to Baptiſm, were called the Competentes. 3, Bes 
ing admitted to Baptiſm , were called.the Ill+ 
mina:i or initiati. 4. After Baptiſm being 
confirmed , were called the Perfedi., 5, Aﬀer 
Confirmation and receiving the Ewcharift , they 
were called the fideles. + 


Or, Secondly. Infants who were for the 4, 
5, 6 and 7. Cents the Subjects ot it, and with 
Baptiſm , did receive Contirmation and the 
Euch:rilt immediaccly , and (fo efteemed per - 
fed and compleat Chriſtians, then it began to 
be deferred for a weck atter Baptiſm, the 
Children wearing the Baptiſmal white Gar- 
ment all che week and upon che $ dayBaptiſm 
was perf-tted by Conhirmation, as laith Raban 
Mc: wurus L. Injt. C ler. c. 30. 


Or, 3+ Svch Infants who after they had |», P::ſons 
Baptifcd in 
Intancy in 
their Adulr 


been Baptiſed did arrive to knowledge and diſ- 


cretion, and were able to lay the Lords Prayer, 


10 Commandements, and Creed by heart , as jate. 
appears by ſome ot thole latter Councils. 


And 


z Infants. 
preſently. 


A Tretife of ſaying on of hands. 

And the reaſon of the ſaid Alteration,as faich 
Vice comes, p. 378. was becauſe about Charles 
the tirſt's time , in the 8 Cent. Adult mn 
did very much wear off. The People for the 
molt part being now Chriftians, their Children 
became'®® »xmerons , that the Biſhop found it 
too hard a task to perform his part. 

Therefore they appointed certain Viſitations, 
eſpecially at Eaſter and Whitſontide, to confirm, 
thoſe in their Disceſſes;that having been Bapti- 
ſed in Infaxcy , were ableto give an Account 
of their Faith, which,faith Vice comes, was 
Practiſed in feveral places in the Latin 
Church. 


6:Th: End 6. Astothe end of +bis Rive , viz. For the 
giving of the Spiri, and conferring of Grace, 
to perfect and confirm imperfed 4 , and 
therefore eftecmed a Sacrament of greater 
force and Virtze than Baptiſm it (elf,and there- 
fore to be done with Oy, typing, figuring, or 
ligning the Spirit. 


9. Cere- #9. As to the Ceremonies ; they were di- 

monies. wyers., viz. The party to be confirmed was to 
be in white Garments » his head bound up in 
Lixnen, the hair of the head to be Cut, and to 
have Goſſips to undertake tor them. 


8. TheOr- 9. As to the Order of Admanijtring it, vis. 
dct, eſpecially after Baptifm ( chough ſome of the 
Catechumens in Imnutation of Ananias his impo- 
fing hands upon Paxl Act. 9g. bad ut befare. ) 
wn. then had they an inemediate right given 
them © partake of the Excharijt, —_— 
w 


A Treatiſe of laping on of hende. 
which they could not be admitted to partake 
thereof. 


g- Asto the Formin which the Biſhop ad- 11, rm, 


miniſtecd it viz in theſe words, 1 Sign 
thee with the Sign of the Croſo,and confirm thee 
with the Chryſmz of Salvation ia the Name of 
the Father,Son,and bely Spiru. 


ve Uſage of the Church 


Rome, | 


The Church of Rome obſerved the very _ of 
ſame Order and manner with the ſame rites and * 


Ceremonies to the ſame ends and upon the ſame 

end as an Apoftviieel Tradition , which the 

; —_ Cauturics had done 5 only whertas 

there began to be ſome ſpace betwixt the Iu- 

faxts Baptiſm , and theie Confirmation, that 

they for the molt part eſpecially. in the latter 
Centurics have pertormed then togerher. 


Contarents, Lib. de Sacrament. a great Pos ;,,..... 


piſh Wricer faith,that Thomas Aquinas thought ws, 
tbas this Sxrament ought to be given to very 
poung Infants, becauſe they obt ain more Grace 
and therefore more Glovy, whiah cuſlons, ſaith be, 
we have kept , leaning upon the Authority of ſo 
great a Man. Aq. part 3.Q 72. Ar. 8. 


Didoclavixs {aith in Altar. Damaſc. Mary 
#bink, is to be expedient rather in the time of In- 
fancy, becau je the Infant- Age is not capable of 
F utjon , whereby the -ffect of the Sacrament 


—_— 


4 


*I6 


Ordo Row, 


C. Trent: 


Behar, 


A Treatiſe of laying on of bands, 
may be bindred , and that the Antient uſe of tht 
Church favours that Opinion. 

In the Ordo Romanis An oid Popiſh Miſſal, 
it is Recorded,that the Biſhop baving ſeated bim- 
ſelf in the Church,the Arch- Deacon holding the 
Chryſm.ahe Prieft preſents the Baptiſced Infants 
with their Names to the Biſho dipping bis 
Finger in the Oyl , and Croſſing every one inthe 
Forebead , ſaith , 1 Signe thee with the $i 
of the s, and C thee with the 
of Salvation in the Name of the Father , 
and Spirit 3 and which Ri Rive they ſay i + conformed 
by the Att of the Apoſtles and opmion of the Fa- 
there from the _—_— vs AQ.'v, 17. 
Ads 19. 6.'and 6-2. and caledC 
tion,becanſe the Unity of the Church was 
med by the = {ath dabinſs afon Heb-6 'G- 
orCdu ri rin Vice comes*.'30.pi 

The Council þ 4 Trent, as before 


mation * foals be ner oor 

Bellarmine dc Sacrament, L. c. 11Mirh, the 
Confirmation tolfers greater Grace thani Bupriſme, 
neither can Baptiſm be perfelled without it. © | 

And: again Tom. 2. faith Confirmation is t> 
confer Grace that maketh acceptable, aiid©to 
ffrengthen the ſoul againſt the Aſſaults of the De- 
rs and to be enroled thereby the ſervants - of 
Chrift. 

And again in the =p Tom. 2+ That it is 
more than Baptiſm it ſclf;, for whereas 
Baptiſm may by edminifired by Ordinary Priefts 
or —_— even opener ny ts caſe "wp 
weceſſet W not to 
bauds of 8 Biſhop. 
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The Gra of the Chuzch 


England. 


lop off many of the Ancient and 'Popiſh 
Swperſtizions and Cooftonds herein 3 _eegs 


they retain the thing Copfrmi 
im by a the 
= 4 i by Bp ay, 
ering yon according to the Decrecs of the Coun- 
cil of rn 
pomigs upon het 
thereof, .w appertains thereto, 
TG at large in the Engl. Licurgy, in the 


Rabrick; | the ſubſtance Whereof you may 
pole corti tower, 


The Order of Confirmation 
or Laying on of Hands upon 
Children Baptized, and able 
corender an Account of their 

. Faich according to the, Cate- 


chiſm. 


6 he the end that Confirmation may be admi- 
niſtred 20 the more & of ſuch as ſhall 
receive it (according to $t. Paul's Dodtrine, who 
teacheth that all things ſhould be 'done in the 
Church 10 the Edific-riow of the ſame) it is 
Shenghe good that none —_— ſhall be-confirm- 
ed, 


to lay. Cs | 


the Gallican Coundils' 
whole Rite and Ceres 


The Church of England , though they 
Engl. 


of 


"* ; 


A. Treatile of laying on.of bands, 
ed, but ſuch as can. ſay in their Mother-Tongue 
the Articles of the, Faub, the Lord's Prayer,and 
the Ten Commandments, and can alſ# anſwer to 
ſuch Queſtions of the ,ſyort, Cateehiſm as the Bi- 
hop \or ſuch as be fhall appoint) ſhall by bis 
di rei appiſe bim:;, aud this' Order is moſt 
convenient to be obſerved, for divers Confidera- 
Lions | 

, Fult, Becauſe that when Children come to the 
years. of Diſcretion, and have learned what their 
Godfmthers and Getter: promiſe for theme in 
Baptiſm, they, way. then 1bemſclves,, with their 
own month, and with, their ow! conſent, openly 

ire the Chugcb, Tatiſie'and confirmy the ſame, 
and alſo promile that by.che Grace of , Gad, they 


wil exermore endezuowr themſelves faithfully to 
abſerpe,and keep ſuth things as they by thetr own 
m-u1bs and Conf: ſion have aſicxted unto. 

Secondly, | Frraſmuch as Confirmation is mi- 
wiſtred to them that are baptized, that by Impo- 
fition of blends 'und” Prayer ,"theyi may receive 
ftrength aud diftrpe 1ag ainſt all Tenaptations to 
Sin, *aud the Aſſuu/ts of the World apd the De. 
#2: i mt «meet 40 be minifired when Chil- 
dre tome 11 3b Age, that: paridy by the frailty 
of 4beir on Fliſh, mt: 4; dar Aſſanlts of the 
WH" md rbe Peril; they begin 'to be in danger 
tofall into ſundry kinds of Syn ." 

Thirdly, Fer that ut fs agreeable with the U- 
fage of 1ve ( hurch ia Times paſt; \ whereby i4-was 
ardrigied th.it Confirmation ſhiuld be minijtrd to 
them that wire of , pore G. Ages that they being 
intrutied in \ brijt's. Religion ; ſhould - openly 
protcls 4ahcir. 0wn, Faith,and promiſe robe 
ovbedicns to 18 lth of -God. 


The 


| 


A.Tredliſe of Jayimg on of hands. 


The W?der it Telf, chis fol- 


lowing Prayer being ſaid, 


Lmighty and everlaſt- 

ing God, who haſt 

- vouchlafed to rerfene= 

rate theſe thy Servants bp 
Water, and theHoly Ghoſt, 
and Halt -given:unto them 
fo:giyeneſs of all:theiriſfins; 


ſtrengthen thei, We beſcech 


thee, DO Lo2d, with the Holy 


* Ghoſt the- Comfozter, - and 


daily-encreaſe in they thy 


- manifold Gifts of G:ac:, thc 


Spirtit:of Wisdom 3nd-U;a- 
deritanding, - the.Spirit- of 
counL Landghatly ſtrea gth, 

the Spirit 0 knowledaec and 
true Godlineſs,aud-fill them 
O Lo2d, with the, Spirit of 


thy Doly Fear, Ameo. 
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A Treatiſe of laying on af 'botids:: 


a poem oy 
D Efend, © Lozd, this 
Child with thy Hea- 
venly. Gzace-,. that he 
may continue thine fo2 ever, 
and daily encreaſe in thy Ho- 
ly Spirit more and moze , 
until he come. into thy ever- 
laſting Kingdom, Amen. 


Then ſhall the Biſhop ſay, 


A ty and everlaſt- 
ng » Which \ma- 

keth us both to Will & 

to do thoſe things that be 
good > acceptable unto thy 
ble ſupplications unto thee 
fo: theſe Childzen , -upon 
whom, affer the erample of 
the Holy Apoſtles, we have 
laid our Hands, ;to certifie 
them 


* "A Teatife of taping vn of Plrids. 
them (by this Sign) of thy 
Favour and Gzatious Govb- 
neſs towards then, ler thy 
* | 'Fatherly Hard, We beſeech 
thee, be over them, let + 
mow Spirit- ever be Wi 

en, and fo lead them- in 
- the knowltdge andobeviency 
of thy Wozd, that in the 


Then the Biſhop ſhall bleſs the Children, 
ſaying, E 
The Bleſsing of God Almighty, the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, be upon 
Jou and remain with you for ever and 
| ever, Amen. 
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AW art; added & Dirc&icns rating to 
Coefrats vides 


That the' Corate, of every Pariſh, or ſome 
other at bis appointment, ſhall diligently on Sun- 
days and Holy-days,half an bor before Evening- 
Prayer, openly-in_ the. Chureb, inſt rutt and exa- 
mine ſo many Children of bis Pariſh ſent unto 
" bims. as the. time will ſerve, and as be ſhall 
think ge in ou part "of this Cate- 


chiſm. : 
Ang ol Fecha: bevy ,Mafterr tad Dames © 
PE cauſe their, Gbildren, Servants Ap- 


premiices (which bave not learned their Cate- 
3a dhne ta tht Church artbe. thme ap- 
pagtiteg x and abedient'y t+. bear aud he ardered 
by 1he- Cara, \ uatil Fuch time at they | bave 
ledrned all that is bert = war fof tbent to learn 
aud whenſoever the Biſhop ledge 
for Ct ol to be brought F efire ney. __ __ 
p__ Place for their Confirmation.then ſhall the 
att" of every Pariſh either bring or ſend in 
writing 'the Names of all thoſe Children of bis 
Pariſh which can ſay the Articles of the Faith, 
the Lord's Prayer..and the Ten Commandmengs 1 
and (alfo bow mgny of tb:m can anſwer to the 
other Queſtions comained i ig this Catecviſms 


Aud there ſhall none be admitted to the Hily 
Communion util ſuch tims as he can ſay the 
Catechiſm, and be confirmed. 


Dr. 


A Treatiſe of laying on of bands. 


Dr. Cave, in his late Primitive Chriſtianity, Dr.Caves 


upon the Subject, ſaith of our Evglih Gon; 
hrmation, That aimn/t exadly accord ing tothe 
Primitive uſage, it ut (il retained and prattifed 
in our Church at thu day ; and bappy were it far 
uw, were it kept up inats due power and vigour ; 
Sure I 2m that manyof onr chief. jt Breach: s and 
Controverſies in Religion, do, if not wholly, it 
a great meaſure, owe their Birth and Riſe to tbe. 


wegleftt and contempt of. this excelient Vſage of 


the Church. p« 21g. 


Concerning! which Ritc , ar: wſed by+1by 
Chyrchof England, we cbſerve, 

1. The Name given it, viz. Confirmation. 

2. The Subjedls, vit. Children Raptized:ig 
their Infancies, that are taught thear' Cater 
chiſm, and are able to ſay the Creed, Lord's 
Prayer, and Ten Commandments in the Engliſh 
'Tongue. | 1? 

3- The Adminiſtrators, a Biſhop only ; and 
theretore the Ceremony was {o-vulgarly called 
Biſhoping. | | 

4+ The Force 2nd manner, as expr.fr'd by 
the Biſhop's putting the hand upon the Head 
of the Children, an! (aying that Form. of 
words directed. | | 

5. .The Ends, as declared, viz. 1. To com. 
hrm Infants Baptized, and the Promiſe of the 
S$wretier made tor thyu therein. 2, To'give 
the Spirit for the encreaſe of Grace , an 
ſtrength againlt Temptations. 3+ To confirns 
the Unity and Order of tie Church, and or- 
dcrly to admit them there, 

6+ The Time when adminiltrcd 3. betwixt 
B 4 £:1car 
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A Troxtife of laying on of dams: 
their Baptiſm and the Sx pper, afſoon as they 
can'lay then Catechiſm. 2 

7. The Grounds upon which they aſſert 
viz. The Uſage of the - Ancient Church, De» 
crees of - Councils, Apoſtles Practice. 

Performed by them yuh very little Reve- 
ence or Cantion, either how or upon whom 
they do it, faith Mr. Hanmer and Mr. Bax» 
Fer» 

Mr. Hanmer, p« 42. Though they deem it 
to be of ſome weight and conſequence, yet as 
uſed by them, it is little leſs than ridiculows, a 
meer vain and empty Ceremony z or (as the 
$S axon-Confeſſion terms the Romiſh Sacrament of 
Confirmation) Inanis Umbra, an Empty Sha- 
dow ;and Hommins, a vain Invention of Super- 
ftirines men. | 

Mr. Baxter, In his Book Of Confirmation, 
P-155- faith, To bis knowledge it was done by the 
bejt of them in a carel:ſt budling way,mmmbling 
over a few formal Prayers mpon. perſons that 
they knew not whether were Chriſtians or 
Tifidels, or that they did ſos much as know there 
Fas « God. ; 


In the Fifth place, We come to give you 
an Account how this Rite hath been afſertew 
and pleaded by ſome, both of the - 
dent and Prerbyterian Perſwaſion 3 {o eſpecially 
by Mr. Fonatban Hanmer, in . his Book ca 
Confirmation the ancient way of compleating 
C barch- Members : Written with great applauſe 
inthe ycar 1657. And MF. Baxter, in cog- 
firmation thereof, in his Book called Confir- 
mation and Reſtoration the neceſſary means of Re- 
formation 


an ens WY. we. a. > wv nd. 
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A Creatife of laying on of hands. 
formation and Reconciliation: Who do there- 
in undertake to prove the neceſſity of Confir- - 
matic, a laying, on of the hands of the Pres« 

for the "eg and compleating In- 
ip upon their and Confeſſion of 
Faith 3 and which 'they endeavour to make 
good by this five-told Argument. 

41. By Scriptare. 2+ By the Tefti of 
Fathers. 3- By Conncils. 4. By the - 
ment and Proflice of the Waldenſes. 5. By 
the Judgment of many of the Reformed Di- 
EMC S» 

I. As to Scripture, 


The rhain Scripture he infiſis on toprove 
this Confirmation by (and which as modett= 
ly ſaid, is a probable ground for the the ſame) 
is that of Heb. 6. 2. And laying on of Hands. 
Where, as urged, it is made one of the Princi* 
ples of uhe Dottrine of Chriſt, Where, 

wan wo "fr TG notice of , being 

next iſm, and as it were, an # 
dix Ce ed, for the moſt part nia: 
ly following it in ſuch Adxlt as were baptized, 
and the next Priviledge in the Church as ſuch 
did enjoy who wete baptized in Infancy. 

2. Becauſe the beſt Interpreters do uſually 
underſtand this of 'one or more of the three 
Particslar3 that impoſition of hauds hath re- 
lation to, viz. 

; I; Of the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which was conferr'd at firtt upon many 
new Converts by the laying on of the Apoliles 
hans, Atis $. 17, 19+ 

2. Of 


A Treatife of, laying on of hends, 
2.0t the Officers of the Church who were or- ' 
dained and ſet apart"unto ' their Offices by 
Prayer and Impolition of hands. This  Pareas 
in Heb. 6. 1. Initiata erat Dotirina de Donis 
Spireualibus & Minifterio Eccles; It was an 
Initial Doctrine concerning Spiritual Gifts and 
the Minitiry of che Church, * Ameſ. in Bellarm. 
Enervat. By Impoſition ' of Hands is meant the 
whole. Miniftry + Per Impoſitionem Manuum 
Minifterinum totum intelligitur. 

3- Of the Confirmagion of ſuch who had: 
been. baptized, 'who before the Church made a 
Profeſſion of Faith, the Adult before Baptiſm, 
the Baptized Infant before Confirmation. So 
Piſcator , Beza , Rivet , Dottors of - Leyden , 
Anſelm, Calven, Hyperins, Illyricus, Mr.Dee- 
ring upon the place: By thele and other Ex- 
politors, -it is (aid, is this place of Scripture 
underſtood, in part at leaft, of Tmpoſition of 
Hands in Confirmation ; which therefore in / 
their appreheulion, is warranted by it; as a 
Doitrine Fundamental tht onght to be known by 
all, and a thing pratiiſed by, and taking its 
Riſe from the Apofiles. - | Aud, 


2.By Te- M-Thatitwasalſo asan Apoſtolical PraQtice 
ftimony received" by the Churchyin alter-Aggs, Caſſan- 
of Fath. 4 (thatLearncd- Papit,;-and fo well vers'd 
in the Ancients, even to Miracle) tells us, 

Semper in Eccleſia religioſiſume obſervatum fiiſ> 

ſe, To have been always molt rcligioutly ob- 

ſerved in the Church 3- arid therefore have you 

an Account thercof from many ot the Fathers, 

viz. Dionyſ. Areopag. Clem. Roman. Fujtin 
Martyr's Reſponſes, Tertwllian, Cyprian, = 

roſe, 


\ mentioned, we-need not repeat. And, 


35 23887 


- theic Perſonal Confeſions which he mentions / 
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A Treatiſe cf laying on of bands. 
broſe ,, Ferom , &c.-- Which being -all | before 


HT. The Decrees of Councils, confirming z-Dec. of 
Confirmation to have been an Ancient and-Ge- Councils. 
neral Praflice in the Churches of Chriſtz . of 
which-two only are mentioned,viz. The Laid. 
before recited, about the year 3005 and the 
Council ot Eliberis in Spain, in 305» And, | 


IV. -By.the Judgment. and Practiſe of the —— 
Waldenſes ; who received it as an Apoſtolica F'*#** 
Inſtitution, as appears by their Apology and 
Confeſſion of Faith-exhibited to Viadiflaws K. 
of Hungary, Anno 1504. witneſſing to Infants- 

iſm, and their Confirmation after, upon 


at large out of the ſame Apology, "And, 


V." From the compliance of the ſucceeding) 5. Refor- 
Reformed Churches z amongſt whom thcmed Cb. 
Church of England is mentioned as one, who 
rook-much ot the Order of Confirmation © (as , 
he faith) from that uf the Waldenſes ; part 
whereot he repeats z eſpecially the Concluſi- 

On, that debars any -from- th? Holy Commnnion, 
that were not confirmed \, and addiÞthiereta the 
good wiſhestbat tlommius, Calvin, the Leyd. 
Proteſſors,CFc. that this Buſineſs of Confirmation 
was drained from Antichrijiian Mixtures, buth 
as to Name, Nature, Matter, Form , Admini+ 
ftrator and Subjett alſo the Romilſh © burch 
conturming Children 1n their Infancies, 


In 


A'Treattte of lapfhg on of bands. 
Ihwhoſe Hypotheſis we have firſt, 
1. The Name they give this Rite 3 namely, 


Confirmation. 2. The Sxbjetis, Adult Pers } 


ſons, -all baptized "in Infancy. 3+ The Ad- 
mebniftrators , viz.» The Presbytery-Elderſhip. 
4. The End, viz. To confirm "Baptiſm, give 
thei Spirit, and orderly to' admit into the 
-  $+ The Thwe when to be admini- 
ſired, vig. Betwixe Baptiſm and the Lord”s 
Supper, when. they give an Account of their 
Faith , - and defire 'Charch-Commiinion. 
6. The Grownds upon which ' they aſſert it ; 
viz '7- Seriptural 3, clpecially from Heb. 6. 2. 
2.' The Sayings of the Awciewts, and Deerces 
of Conmedlr, contirming it to be an ical 
Practice. 7. The e and ot the 
\ Ancient and Modem rches, eſpecially 
that: bf the Famous IFaldenſer. 


6. Bayti- 6+ The Vſage of ſeveral Baptizzed Churches 
z2d in the Nation. 


3Fihe. Sixthly and laftly, We came to give you an 


v.Grif. Avcount how that this Rite of on. of 
2 _ I \ downs * rags 1 1 
: 1p VErat Baptized Congregations , ave by 

7 £24” eheir Wrivings maintained and defended, That 
tham, Laying on of Hands _ all Baptized Belie- 
vers, is an Ordinaxce of Jeſus Chriſt; efſenti- 

ally wecefſary to Chureb-Fellowſhip and Commn- 
union, and that none are to be admitted to the 
Loxd's Supper without” it 3 and which they 
endeavour to make good, eſpecially from Heb. 
6. 2- Which they conclude to be a Laying on 
of Hands upon all Baptized Believers. 
; 1. Becauſe 


+ «@ -#_ 4d kK@ -A -@. &% 


V VF Ss I ws 


| A.Freatife of laping on of bands. 
1. Becauſe it is rechoned ambngſi the Foxy- 


dation- Principles, ines and Qracles of 
God. . And, 24 they find 'the Church 
of Sawaris, Acts $.17. and the Church of 


y=_— did. pradiiſe accordingly immddiacely 
er Baptiſm 3 therefore they do con- 
clude was both Chriſt*s.Precept and the Pra- 


Rice of all the Churches' in the New Tejtas 


ments | L 
Amongſt whom rcipedting this Pradtice, 


we obſerve, 
1. The Name they give this Rite, viz- Lay- Name. 
ing on of Hands. *.: 
2. The Subjeds,viz. All Baptized Believers, $ubjed. 
Men and Women. | 
3. The Adminiftrators vize The Elders of 414; | 


resbytons. 

4+ The End,tor the promiſed Spiritto CONn- End. 
firm the Baptized, and orderly to admit inte 
the Church. - 

5. The Time or Order in which this is ad- 
miniſtred 3 betwixt Baptiſm and the $ , 
or. preſently aftcr-the Bapraſan- nf 

6. The principal Grownd upon which they Principal 
aſſert it, viz- The Scripture 3 eſpecially from 
Heb. 6- 2+ Afts 8. 17, 19, 


Time. 


Thus have you:an. Account of this Rite, Whereig 
not only from.'$ceiptures , but how” it hath,» _- 
been owned and- pradtiſed fince the firlt times, /. 
by ſeveral forts 4 and who notwithſtanding the 
valt differences among, thera in the Ceremouial _ 
part, yet do all of them harmonionſly agree in 
the following Subſt antials, viz. " 

That therc is/a waxranctablc ground to = 
clude 


Traditi- 


ON. 


 ATreafife of [apingion of hands. 
cludetthat the Handsof the 'Biſhop, Elder, or ' 
Presbyter (hould-be impoſed upon: every Bapti- 
zed Ycrſomfor the ws the $piric, or- 
Confirmacion, ' and that: out it none ought 
to be admitted to the Lord's Swpper. 

It cemains therefore in the-next place, that 
we conſider- the ſaid: Graxxnds upon which fo 
great an:Ordmance is enjoined, and which we 
tind to be cither Tradition or the Scriptures 

3, Fhat of Tradition: ( which is principal- 
ly aſſerted by the firſt four) is made good ei- 
ther: from the. Sayings of the Ancients, and 
Decrees of Councils, or the Uſage of the an- 

2. And that of Scripture, whicts is princi- 
pally urged. by the two- latter, 4s eſpecially 


from Heb. 6. 2. compared AG. 8. 19.8 19-6. 


W hich-ye ſhall examine diftinily and apart. 


And firſt, As to the Sayings of the Anci- 
ents, that are avouched to make-this » WC 
ſhall firſt confider what they ſayabout this Ritez 
and 2. Of what Credit-and Autboritythe laid 
Awtbors are who be produced for the ſame. 

- 


And firſt, As to the-Rite.it ſelf, which they 
would make us believe to be fo great an Ordi- 
nance of Jeſus Chrilt,we- find it to be ſo blaſ- 
vhemous and Ridiculows,. that the very naming, 


ot the Particulars thereof ,. may be. ſufficient 


to dete&: the Folly and Impiety thexeot ito all 
diſcerning, Chriſtiens.:.; Whether _ re(pecting 
the. Mame, which they-call Chryſmrs Union, 
Perfelting, Confirmation, of \which the Scrip- 
tare, is {oumuch a firangers 01 amp 
Dit: WIC 
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A{Treatiſe of laying 617 of hands. 
which muſt. be. by -putting' the Sig-mot the 
Crols with. a Biſhop's. greas d. Finger, ' in the 
Forehead of the Confirmgd, with thele-wards 
of Blaſphemy, -I ſign.thee with the. Sign of the 
Croſs, and with the | Chryſm of Salvationg in 
the Name of the Father, Son and Spirit, the 
Party. being in a white Garment, his Head 
bound with Lines, his Hair cut, andatten> 
ded with Geſſips or Sureties. . And.this isthat 
which the feveral fore-cized Popes and. Fathers 
have reported to be Apoſtolicel 3 and;the ſeve- 
ral Coxncils have by their Canons and Decrees 
determined and: eyſiyned as the ou Sxcra- 
ment of { onfirmation, and (© tranſcendent al- 
ſo to Baptiſm it felt;/-and which without dir 
ſpute (we muſt believe) was fo muchthe ap- 
printment and . pratiice of, Chrilt and the Apo- 


ftles, and: as. yet -praftiſed accordingly by the 


Church of Rome to this day. 


Concerning, which Hommins tells 1s, That Hommius 


it is not only unknown and.contrerp 20 the Scrip - 
tures, but blaſpbemous and Jdoletrouc, and tre 
vain Inpention of ſuperſtitions men. 


And Tilexus,upon their lifting it up above Tilenxs 


Baptiſm.,and confining it only to 4 Biſhop's band, 
ſaith, That they make an Excremens of \Anti- 
chriſt ſo much moreyreetlent tha! the Sacrament 
of Chriſt, by bow much they make 2 Biſhop ex- 
cel a.common Prieſt, or an ordinary perſon. Syn» 


tags Part 2.c. 5$.Y. 15; 


| And Ameſins faith, The Reaſons given by the Ame). 


{P4piſts for the ſawe, are both empty, and imp» 


| 


* 107. /Pel. Encrvat. c» 4+ 
And notably Mr. Calvin, In Prit. ante Cates C aluins 


ebip--wer Opnſcul. That bryond meſure they. 


bas 


* 


their An urged in proof 
thoritier- may fo well fay, 'as is the Dotirive, ſo are the 


Sl fn, Pe le Bape 
Tags Ie $ acr ament more wor- 
thy ahow Bopaifms, and edlling tbent balf-C bvi+ 
ftians , whoever bove —_ beſmear'd with 
theiv Sinking Oy 3 but in he mean while their 


whole oltion comains neehing cife but Hiftrionical 
Geſtwres, or wanton Apiſh Plays without 
any Art or &c. 


Secondly, From hs Amthorities themſelves 
hereof 3 concerning whom,we 


Dotiors, vis. Thoſe that are 'firft cited to deli- 
ver the-ſame, the naming of whom, may 
wars to dete@ the Cheat, we*thavi 
alrcady by ſubſtantial evidence proved, that a 
thoſe tirſt-recited Authorities, viz- . 4- 
Clem. 4+ Maryr's . 
Hen 's Decree, Peg Epiſtles of 
thoſe firſt P, es; tO have been | Lies and 
Forgerits, that in after-Ages, by the 
Rifc of - the Myſtery of Iniquity, were feigned 
and tzvented by ſome Monks and Friers, and 
put upon thoſe men of - Name of the” firlt 


Ages, the: better to'\countenance "thoſe Anti- . 


chriſtian Irmgleties- that: were ro be impoſed 
n the World, tor A4paſtolicks for by fuch 
Lie and Forgeries, did the man of fin aſcend 
the-Thron And is there not good 
think you, co (uſpe- the- Jukide and Truth 
of that Cauſe , that cannot otherwiſe be de- 
I normaintaiucd, but by ſaborned 6 4 
n ceſſes, 
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__ A&Treatife of laying on of hands. 
neſſes, and Knights of the Poſt ; for upon no 
better Authority, have they impoſed this 
which they call the Sacred Rice of Confirmati- 
v#, Infants-Bapriſm, Exorciſm, and a hundred 
ridiculous Ceremonies more, which they would 
perſwade us to believe were Apoltolical;though 
as to this of Confirmation, ſome of them(ſclves 


arc conlttained to acknowledge, nec ab Apoto- Rivet. 


lis, nec 4 Chriſto fwiſſe Inſtitutio, &c. That it 
was neither inſlizuted by Chriſt or bis Apoſtles, 
bat by Pope Calixtus, Anno 218. River's Con- 
trov. Toms, 2+ Yet fo .intoxicated with the 
Whores Cup were all theſe Comncils, upon no 
better grounds to decree it, and all theſe af- 
ter-DoCtors, as Ambroſe, Ferom, Anſtin, and 
others, to aſſert and plead it for an Ordinance 
of Chriſt ; which was not only fo contraty to 
the Scripture, but ſo blaſphemous and ridicu- 
ſous, as Before: , 4LES 
And if it had been an Apoſtolical Tradition 
to praiſe this, as the firtt Councils decreed, 
andthe Fathers and others praftiſed, vis. for 
many hundred years , as a Baptiſmal Rite, to 
be performed at one and, the fame time with 
Baptiſm, whether vpon Infants or Adult,and 
to. whom alſo as pertect and compleat Chriſti- 
ans, they gave the Euchariſt; how camethe 
after-Councils to bc {o'bold,co alter and change 
it from Infancy to the Adult ſtate, put.ing it 
upon them only for ſo many Ages; and the 
Church of Rome afterwards to alter and change 
Kt again, 'rcturnng it to its futt practice, lean- 
ing upon. the Validity of thoſe tilt Authors- 
tjes 3 concerning whom, thoagh it is no wo 1- 
der that they ſhould hold faſt ſuch impious 
C For- 
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Forgeries, and have recourſe to ſuch lying Fa- 
bles, to maintain ic 3 yet it is matter of admi- 
ration, to find our Proteſtant- Writers and 
Chmrches to fly to thele Authorities, both Fa- 
therr and Comncils, to create fore colourable 
pretence for Confirmation ? 


ObjeF/on But what do you ſay to the Prattice of-the 
- by Av Waldenfian Church 3 to whom you have al. 
— * cribed fo much Autbentickhneſs ? Who, as you 
obſerve, were ſuch carly Witneſſes for Trath; 
as well as eminent oppotſcrs of the Romiſh 

Church im all their Fopperies 3 who yct, as it 
appeareth, have affertcd and practifed Conhr- 

mation, as yot have at large in the forccited 

Apology to King Laodiſlins, King of Hungar y 


and Bohemia. 


Aſi, To which I ſay, That it 1s moſt manif F, 
asT have already dcmonltrated that thar A4py- 
logy was not from the Waldenſes,as the Pream- 
ble ie {clf declares; but from fc me of thoſe Pro» 
feſſers diſtinguiſhed by the name Huſfites, who 
held much with choſe of the Reformed Way 
in Germany : 2nd not the Taberites or Walden- 
fian Brethren, who alſo inhabitcd in Bohemia, 
and other parts of Germany, Poland, and Hus- 
gary. And that thoſe tfue Watdenſes were of 
a quite contrary Opinion, appears by their 
Ancient Contcflions of Faithz an eminent 
Tuſtance whereof you'l find inſthcir Treatiſe 
of Sacraments, in Panl Perin, PÞ- 329, and in 
Morland's Hiſtory, p» 175. in theſe wordss 
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Ar for the Sacrament of Confirmation, which 
we find not inſtituted either by Chriſt or bis A+ 
poſtles ; for Chrift, the Pattern of all bis Church, 
was not confirmed in bis Perſon, and he doth not 
require that there ſhould be any ſuch thing int 
Baptiſm, but only pure IVater ; and that ſuch a 
Sacrament wu not found needful for Salvation 3 
wheyzeby God is blaſphemed, and which was in+ 
traduced by the Devil's inftigation, to ſeduce the 
People, and to deprive them of the Faith of the 
Church, and that by ſuch means they might be 
drawn the more to believe the Ceremonies.and the 
neceſſity of Biſhops. 

It is alſo to be taken notice of, that Tuſtin Tuſti 
Martyr, in his Apology , giving an Account Martyr 
of the Faith and Practice ot the Churches in give ns 
thoſe days to Antonius Pins, takes not the leaſt arconnt 
notice hereof, though he recounts all their ## his 45 
Services and Ceremonies in Worſhip with ology, 
great Plainneſs. 

Ic is alſo not unworthy our obſervation, N»vati« 
that the Novatians,that worthy famous Church as. 
and People, did, as Foſeph Vicecomes tells us, 
oppoſe this Bulineſs of Conflrmation in Cen- 
txry 3- Vicecomes, /. 28: p. 372- 

And alſo it is maniteſt out of Breerwood, Nor is; 
the eminent Recorder of the Antiquities of the the Creel 
Greek Churches , that the Greeks did impugn Churches 
and reject that of Confirmation. Br. p. 127. out 
of Paſ. De Rep. Moſch. p. 40. And particu- 
larly tells us that the Neſtorians 'did not pra- Neſtor+ 
Qiſcit. p. 124+ out of Bib. Pat: Þ 1054. aus. 

That the Abyſſines inhabiting Prefter Foba's Abyſines 
Countrey; did not practiſe it. Br. p. 167. Ex | 
Alv, Hiſt. Athiop. c- 5: 
C 2 And 
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Cophti 
nor Fa- 
cobites, 


3- The 


ATteatiſe of iying on of banvs. 
And that the Muſcopites omit it, q 136. 


Ex Fo. Metrop. Ryfſ. in Epiſt. ad Epiſc. Rom... 


apud Sigiſm. De Reb. Mulc. p. 31+ 

And that there is no mentibn either of the 
Cophti in Egyp. or Facobites I Syria, that ever 
practiſed this Rite. 

It is alfo manifeſt out of the Confeſſions of 
Faith of the Belgick Churches, cſteeming, them- 
ſelves the true and immediate Sueceſſrs uf the 
Waldenſes , recorded at large in the Dutch 
Martyrol. or Bloody Theater, printed in 1660+ 
That there is no mention of any ſuch praftice 
as Impoſition of Hands upon all baptizcd per- 
ſons amongſt them cither formerly or lat- 
terly. 


In the next place we ſhall conſider the Scris 


Scripture pture-ground that 1s _ and produced in 


Ground. 


Mt. Han- 
mer. 


proof hercot , eſpecially 'by the two latter 3 
which we find to be principally from Heb.6.2. 
The Dotdirine of Baptiſm, laying on of Hands, 
E9m,Ko4053 Te waeor-, which Mr. Hanmer 
acknowledgeth to be the chief5 and (though 
as he modeſtly expreſſcth himſelf) bat a proba» 
ble ground from the Scripture to found it upon, 
ting there made one of the Principles of tbe 
Dodrine of Chriſt, and placed next after Bap- 
tiſm, and as it were an Appendix thereof, and 
which for the moſt part, immediately followed 
it in ſuch Adult as were baptized, and the next 
priviledge of the Church Che faith) that ſuch 
did enjoy as had been baptized in Infancy 3 and 
that many of the beſt Interpreters did uſually un- 
derijtand this place to mean, in part atleaft, of 
Inpoſition of Hamd in Confirmation ; though be 
doh 
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doth others did alſo take it t Impo- 
? ſry in hr pr: th pr per rho, 


fetion of Ha 
' whole Doftrine of laying ou of bands, as expreſt 


in the Scripture > but eſpecially leans upon the 
Tradition, and the Uſage, and Prafiice of the 
Charch in all Ages, p. 26, 27+ 

- 1» To whom, and toall of his Perſwaſjon, 
I ſay, That if their Jufants Baptiſm be a Nul- 
lity, which they pretend hereby eſpecially to 
confirm, and is the main defign ot his and 
Mr. Baxter's Trecatiſes 3 that their practice 
hereupon falls to the ground 3 for if their 
Hypotheſis be naught and rotten, their Theſis 
cannot be ſound that is buile upon it : but that 
it is (o, the foregoing Treatiſe of that Subj 
doth amply diſcover 3 proving with great 
clearneſs, that it was an Invention and Tnſtity- 
tion of man, yea, of the man of Sin; calcula- 
ted on pargere to out Chrilt's Baptiſm, and to 
defile his Church 3 and this appearing to bs 
of the ſame Piece, contrived and ordercd by 
the ſame Heads aud Hands, it is meet, that 
as they have lived, ſo they ſhould dic toge» 
ther. 

And ſecondly, We may. conclude rational- 
ly, If Infants were capable of Baptifm, they 
were as capable at the ſame time, of laying on 
of hands. ( as firſt inſtituted and practifcd } 
and of the Supper allo, as Auſtin and others 
tell us they had them all together, and not 
firſt baptize them, and then many years after 
(and no body knows how and when) conficm 
them for if. one be a Foundation or begin- 
ning Doftrine, as the ather, they have done 
beſt and moſt peogoding co Rifle and Reaſon, 


3 that 
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that have praQiled'it Ymmilliately; nd hot 
deferr'd it. a A 

And thirdly, Sinze the Scripture is, as com 
feſr'd, bit a probable ground, and that of 
Tradition, Antiquity , and conftant_Uſage of 
the Church, the more certain 3 the fatter ap- 
pearing ſo invalid upon all the foregoing C on- 
fiderations, that faint infinuation from that 
Scripture , cannot be a ground ſufficiene to 
build that PraQtice upon, 

And to which laſtly, we will add Mr. Bax- 
ter's Sober Cantions, enough to ſhake the con+ 
hd-nce of any that have no better Ground for 
the Pradtice 3 as we find them in-p. 127, 128; 
129, of his Confirmation : Where, after he 
had with all his might endeavoured to eſtabliſh | 
it both from <criptare and Antiquity, doth, 
according, to his wanted manner, in a few 
Lines unſay more than he had faid in all the 
relt, viz. 

M. Baxt. 1. That we do not find that God inftituted this 
Sober Sign as a Matter of neceſſity, ftill without in- | 
Cantions t*rruption to be uſed, but only that by boly men 
it was applied as a convenient Sign or' Geſture to 
the works in which they uſed it 3 even #s lifting 
#p of bands in Prayer, was ordinarily nſed as a 
fit Geſture, not wilfully to be negleQed without 
cauſe, and yet not of flat neceſſity 3 or as Kneel- 
Ing in Prayer, i ordinarily meet, but not always 
Meceſſary 3 we find no more Scriptare for the one 
br for the other ; which ſhews bow little Rea 
ſon there is to make it matter of Neceſfity. The | 
Ancient Church alſo uſed it fo variouſly, as that | 
it is / 7h they fixed it t0 mo one Caſe alone; of | 
the divers Caſes in which they impoſed —_—_ | 
, [| 


| 
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A Treatiſe of laying on of hands. 
the Cambumens, and four times on the Peni- 
tents and. divers others, as, ſaith he, you may 
ſee in Albaſpinzus's Obſeryat. p» 31, 32+ 

2. We find that Kneeling in Prayer, and lift- 

ing up of bands , were often omitted 3 ſo we find 
that ſometimes the Holy Ghoſt is given before 
Baptiſmor Impoſition of Hands, Acts 10. And 
we find not that the Apoſiles nſed it at all, 
viz- for Confirmation ; though I confeſs 1be Ne- 
gative Arguing is infirm, yet it ſeems not 
probable that this was always done. 

3+ I wa ſomewhat ſuſpicious to find in 
Juſtin Martyr's Deſcriptio:: of the Chriſtian 
Churches pradtices, no mention of this, nor any 
Sacrament but Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
nor any of the Roman Ceremonies » and Irenzus 
and ſome others alſo are filent in it tao. 

4+ God maketh no Ceremonies under the Go» 
ſpel ſo neceſſary , except the two Sacraments ;, 
nar layeth fa great a ſtreſs on them as under the 
Lap; and therefore we are nat to interpret the 
Gofpel as laying mens Salvation, or the Peace of 
the Church an any Ceremonies, unleſs we find it 
clearly expreſs d. 

5. For all that I have ſaid from Scrapture 
for Impoſition of Hands in Confirmation (though 
the Lawfalneſs of it is proved pait Doubt) yet 
the prof of the Duty of wſing it, is 1li- 
able 40 fo maity Olyections, as that I muſt needs 
confeſs! that the Goſpel-teuderneſs, and the ſenſe 
of our mutual Infirmities, and our care of tendey 
Conſciences, and of the Churches Peace, ſhould 
"ehrain all: the Sons of Ficty and Peace from mar 
Ws it s matter -of flit neceſſity, and forcing, 
them that ſcruple 40 ſubmit to it, a 
,C4 Wwe 
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The Scrip- We come im the next place to conſider the 


fwre-Gr, 
wpor weh 
the Bape. 


Scripture-Groands upon which \the* Baptifts 
have afſerted this- Rite, and foxnded this Pra- 


have foun- Btice of impoſing hands upon all Baptized Be- 


«18 it. 


lievers 3 and ſo eſſentially neceſſary to Church- 
Communion, and which, as before, you find 
fo be eſpecially held forth from Heb. 6.' 12. 
Though atfirmed not - with that Sbbrzety and 
Modeſty as the other from Probability, but ras 
cher Infallibilityz and therefore impoſe it ac- 
cordingly, denying | Fellowſhip to any that do 
not ſo receive it 3 and as ſome have In Print 
aſſerted, as neither being Babes in- Chriſt, nox 
having Communion with God ; as Mr. Griffith 
in his.Book hath it, call'd God's Oracte; p. 87, 
And the reaſon of this their great Confidence 
from this Tcxt, is, as you have heard, twoe 
fold; firſt, Becauſe Laying on of bands is rec- 
koned amongſt the beginning-Teachings. Aud 
ſecondly , Becauſe they tind it, as they (ay, 
pradiiſed accordingly, Ads 8. 17. Als ig. 6. 
. To the Trial and Examination thereof, we 
ſhall therefore apply our ſelves, and ſte whe- 
ther theſe have diſcovered a better Baſis to 
found this Practice upon, than thoſe that 
have goxe before, | 


And in order thereto, we ſhall in the firſt 
place lay down theſe two following Principles, 
{o fully owned by them(clves, as a Line to 
carry us thzough the Work, viz. + 


7. Thats every Ordinance of Chriſt thave 


 wwſt be ſome plain poſitive word of Inſtitution 


fo confirm it. And neithes Hurgane Tradition, 
þ 4 | of -# nor 


4.0 
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| nor far-fetcht Conſequence and Inference,fuch 


4s the many Volames.that have been written 
from Circumciſion and Federal Holineſs to af- 
ſert Infants-Baptiſm to be an Ordinance of 
Chriſt, which no ordinary capacity can reach, 
and only men of Parts and Abilities can tract 
and follow in their Meanders. 


2. That 10 praftiſe any thing i» the worſhip of 
God for an Ordinance of bis, witbout an Inſtitu- 
Hon, is Will-Worſhip and Superſtition. But 
how their Afertions will comport with theſe 


' honeſt Proteſtant Principles, we ſhall prefently 


ſee. | 


The great Text urged for the Inſtitution of 
this Ordinance, is, Heb. 6.1, 2+ Therefore led- 
tang the Principles of the Dottrine of Chriſt, lit 
us go 01 to perftttion, nit Laying again the foun- 
dation of Repemtance om Dead Works, and if 
Faith towards God , of the Dodtrine of Batt 
tiſm, and of laying on of bands, and of Reſus- 
rettion of the Dead, and of Eternal Tudg- 
ment. 


This is the Text which is affirmed tobe the Grawth. 


ou Charter of the Church for this Point of 
aith and Praftice 3 but how to find the leaſt 
Warranty for the ſame therein, we ſee not. If 
it was indeed faid, Let all baptized Believers 
have hands laid upon them with as much 
plainneſs, as Let all Beljerers be baptized, Ma}- 
28. 29+ Adis 10. 48. Or, Let all Baptized 


Believers eat the Lord's Supper, 1 Cox, 11+ 24+ 


Acts 2.41, 42, It was ſomething to the put- 
poſe. But 


A Treatite of laping on of hands. 
Butis it not reckoned amongſt the Princi- 
les » Foundation » Doctrine and Oracles of 


It is very truce, the Dodrine of Laying on 
of hands is here xeckoned amongſt the Pranci- 
ples of the Do&rine of Chriſt | or his begin- | 
ning-teachings] 3 but then it muſt be ſuppoſed | 
tobeſuch a laying on of hands as was ſome- 
where taxght and prattiſed, But ſuch a laying 
on of hands upon all Baptized Believers, we 
find no where taught or Pradiſed. Jeſus Chriſt 
our great Example (as the Waldenſes fo well 
obſerve) had no hands laid upon him by Foby 
Baptiſt after he baptized him 3 neither did he 
lay hands upon all his Diſciples before they 
broke Bread; neither did he give one word of 
it in his Commiſſion upon his Aſcenſioy 3 nor 
do we read that this Church of the Hebrews 
practiſed any ſuch thing 3 for there is no men- 
tion that the 120 had bands (o laid upon them; 
nor the 3000 in Chap. 2. or 5000 in Chap. 4. 
after their Baptiſm, before they broke Bread : 
Neither do we find the leaſt of it in any other 
of the Churches in the New Teſtament nci- 
ther in Semaris, by Philip, after he baptized 
them, nor Corinth, Philippi, Coloſs, Theſſalo- 
nice, Rome, the Churches it Galatia, Churches 
in Mſia, Smirna, Thyatira, Pergamus, Sardis, 
Philadelphia 3 no, noc in Epheſus: It is true, 
Paxl laid hands upon twelve of their number, 
upon another occaſion, as Peter and Foby did |} 
in Samariaz whereof you have an Account 
hereafter 3 nor in the Churches in Syria, Au- 
tioch, Lyftra, Derbe, &c. | 


But 


A'Teratife of faping on of hand. 
But why ſhould laying on of hands be recs 04. 2. 

koned amongſt the beginning-Principles, and 

called rhe Do&rine of Laying on of hands, if 

it was not_to be practiſed by all? for none 

doubts but laying on of hands was a Pratiice, 

and this Praftice was to be tawght to all Bapti- 

zed Believers yea, the Babes in Chriſt ; and 

therefore mult it needs be praQtifed by all, 


This, it is true, has gone for the Hyſtiteution Anſw. 
and great Groxnd upon which it hath been wr+ 
ged and impoſeds but how much of Fallacy 
and Falſhrod is in this Argument, you will ex+ 
fily diſcern , as though no act done upon, or 
Praitice done by others, - might be matter of 
Dodrme or teaching to us, without being en+ 
gaged in our own perſons to do the ſame: were 
not all the Miracles that Chriſt and his Apo» 
ſtles did, matter of Doctrine, and much E-+ 
dification and Inſtruction from them, and yet 
not for our imitation and practice ? | 


But this in the Text reſpe&s fome of 0bj. 3: 
Chriſt's begimning-teachings 3 his hrſt words, 
that is, Milk for Babes, and can you tell ug 
of -any but ſach as is proper forall baptized 
Babey, or new-baptizcd Believers ? 


Yes no doubt; for what fay youto thoſe Ar/w. 
words of Chriſt in the Commiſſion it ſelf, which 
you cannot deny to be begirnming-words 2 Mar. 
16. Where it is expreſly ſaid, That the Bay\ 
tized ſhall in his. Name caſt out Devils, ſpeak. 
with new Tongwer, take np Serpents, drink 
poyſon, ant not burt them 3 and alſo of * tay 

ands 
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Anſw. 2. 


Anſw. 3. 
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hands on the fick, and they ſhall recover. And 
did the baptized Believers accordingly in 
thoſe days, going oxt and preaching, the Lord 
working with them, and confirming the Word 
with Signs following : But is this the ſtanding 
Ordinance to all baptized Believers. to the 
world's end? This was indeed that laying o# 
of hands properly called Confirmation, whereas 
afterwards a laying on of hands of another 
nature, was {o called, and introduced 3 (6 
that here you have then a laying on of hands 
amongſt Chriſt's ficlt Teachings for Tongaes, 
Healing and Miracles neceſſary and profitable to 
be taught to all, even the meaneſt Babes, for 
Confirmation > as Heb. 2. 3, 4+ 1 Cor 14+ 22. 
Afis 8. 8: Mark, 16. 20. Which yet I preſurng 
_ will ſay that every Believer ought to pra* 

ile. 


Secondly, It every one of theſe Principles m 
Heb 6:are ſo abſolxtely to be taken in by Babes, 
and without which,we are not to eſteem them 
communicable, what do you lay to the Do» 
Qrine of Baptiſms in the Text, one of the 
Principles and Foundations of the Gouſpel ?, it 
is not ſaid the DoQtrine of Baptiſm. Muſt 
a'l be baptized with the Baptiſm got the Spirit 
and of Suffering alſo, or not to be received 
into Communion ? 


And Thirdly, As to Laying on of Hand; 
mentioned among{tt theſe Principles in the 
Text, as it way rcipect the Laying ox of hands 
upon the Miniſtry, tor theix ſolemn Inveſti- 
z#re into their Office, whether Degcons, 
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Elders, 1 Tim. 1. 14. or Meſſengers, !'Adets 14. 
(whereby they are ſet apart to tranſaF in the 
whole Order, and in all the Ordinances of 
God's Houſe ; and wherein every particular 
Member comes to b: concerned, not only r(- 
ſpeting the Adminiſtrations performed by 
them, but the reciprocal Duty incumbent upon 
each of them towards thole their Overſeers ſh 
{ct over them.) It becomes neceſſary therefore 
to be tawght, known, and wnderſtosd\ by all, 
and that in the beginning-Teachings, though 
all and every Mcmbcr are not concerxed 18 
the Perſonal Prattice thereot 3 for all are not 
Prophets, Apoſtles, Teachers. And it is molt 
remarkable, that the Dodrine or Teaching of 
laying on of hands, is all that is mentioned 
in this Scripturez all baptized Believery 
muſt be taught it, that's plain 3 but that they 
are obliged thercfore to praCtiſe it, is not 
here or elſewhere to be found. 


But what do you ſay to Ati $.17.8 19.6, Obj-4+ 
Are there not two cxprels Preſidents for ſuch) 
a laying on of Hands immediately after Bap» 
tiſm, as we infer from hence, concluding that 
theſe two Texts aforclaid , give ſufficient 
warranty fo to determine ? 


It is true, this hath been fo receiv2d and Anſw, 
wrged by thoſe that ſo praiſe 3 but how war+ 
rantably, we ſhall farther examine. We read 
indeed of laying on of hands for the giving of 
the Spirit in three places 3 one whereof, As g, 
17. was before Baptiſm 3 and thele two men» 
tioned, after 3 ſo that there is no poſitive Con» 
clufton 


A Trentife of ſaying on of hands. 
cluſion to be fercht from the Prefidents, whe- 
ther before or after; as it was in the matter 
of Healing, which was given ſometimes by 
laying on of hands, ſometitmes by words of 
Faich ſpoken to the Sick, ſometimes by Pray- 
er, ſometimes by ſexding Handkercbiefs,lome- 
times by their very Shadows ſo alſo was the 
Spirit given ſometimes by laying on of bands, 
ſometimes by Prayer, ſometimes by Preaching 
or Prophecying, {ometimes before, ſometimes 
after Baptiſm. 


Put concerning theſe two Scriptures ſo 
much inſiſted upon, and impoſed to be the Pre- 
fident and Pattern for all Churches, and for 
every Member in the Church, let us put them 
to trial. 


As to that of Samariz, it is ſaid, that ſe- 
veral being converted in that City, and bapti- 
zed by Philip, who wrought many Miracles, 
and continued ſome time with them, as v. 13; 
yet did he not impoſe hands upon any of them 
that we rcad of. The Charch of Jeruſalem 
bearing that Samaria had received the Word of 
God, and that tbe Spirit was fallen upon none 
of them(viz.in a viſible manner which was the 
proper phraſe attributed to thoſe cxtraordi- 
nary meaſures of the Spirit ſo frequently given 
to the Saints in thoſe days; as, AR.10.44-11-15, 
16,17. Which ſometimes did fall upon them be- 
fore Baptiſm,as Ads 10. and ſometimes after,as 
Ads 2,1-4.31-without layizig on of hands) did 
therefore ſend Peter and Fobn, who it feems, 


were extraordinarily gifted by God 3 fo that 
on 
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on whomſoever #bey prayed and laid bands, thy 
$pirit was viſibly, extraordinarily and immedi» 
ately given ; as ver. 18, As healing to the ſick, 
by thoſe that had that Gift alſo given by God; 
(from whom every good Gitt came) and whe) 
accordingly, *tis (aid, laid their hands upor 
chem, , 3 but how many of them 'tis not ſaid ; 
ſurely not upon all; far Simox by his pro» 
phane Offer, diſcovered he had neither received 
the Wiſdom nor Grace thereof, and had neither 
Lot or part therein, though baptized 3 and (6 
*ris aid they recezved the Spirit in fuch a man» 
ner that it was viſible to the Spectators. 


And as to that of Fpbeſus, Acts 19. 6. Paul 
it ſeems, holing Too of the Church there, 
that had not received the Spirit after they had 

believed and were baptized, viz. in that viſible 

manner (o uſually given in thoſe days, layes 

his hands upon twelve men of their number 3 

(it is not (aid all the Church) who thercupon, 

did immediately receive the Spirit, in ſuch a 

degree, that it was demonſtrated. by ſpeaks 

ing wich Tongues and Prophecying, 


So that in neichcr of theſe two places (6 
much urged for the Explanation of Heb. 6. 2. 
And to be a Preſident and Kale tor us, to the 
end of the world) can we find that there was 
a laying on of hands immediately after Bap- 
tiſm, nor with any certainty upon all and eve- 
ry Member of the Church, nor to ſuch an 
end as can bc attainablc in after-times, 


And 


A Treatife of ſaying; onof bands; 

And as to. that of 2 Tims. 1. 6- Wherein 
Paxl exhorts Timothy to ſtir up the Gift that 
was in him by putting on of his hands, aſſert- 
ed tobe a laying on of hands of this kind, as 
urged, not Ordination 3 15, 


Firſt, a begging, not proving the Queſtion. 


Secondly, Tt is manifeſt that Timothy had 
the hands of the Presbytery laid on him,which 
none doubts to be Ordination; and that Pal 
and Barnabas were the Presbyters that did or- 
dain in thoſe Churches of Aſia, is very mani- 
feſt, As 14. 23. Wherein by God's Bleſfin 
upon his Ordinance; there wasa Gift ct 
and to be ſtirred up 3 and thercfore in ſaying , 
Stir up the Gift that was in him'by putting on 
of his hands, and negle&t not the Gift that 
was in him, which was given by the laying on 
of the hands of the Presbytery, whereof Pal 
was one, ſeems to mean one and the ſame 
thing, and not two things, as urged 3 and 
to be no other than thoſe ordinaxy Miniſterial 
Attaihments,. which by giving attendance to 
Reading, Mcditation , Prayer , Exborta'ion 
aud Doetirine, was to bc encreafed and thr- 
red up. 


Therefore ſince not the leaſt Syllable of It 
ftitution, neither Precept.nor Preſident can be 
found out for ſuch a Praftice, may we not 
fuily conclude in the words of our Agreement, 
that for any to prafliſe any thing in the Word | 
of God without an Inſtitution from the Word of 
God, is Will-worſhip and Superſtition. 


But 
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But if this be not the hying on of hands 0hj. 6. 


intended int the Text, what is it ? If we haye 
miſs'd the ſence and ſcope of the Apoltle,pray 
you give its a better, or let ours ſtand, 


Suppoſe we are not able to tell you , ngr 4yſp, 


to be poſitive or peretmptory in the Caſe; my- 
ny things being hard ard difficult to be un- 
derftood, which ſome that are ignorant wrelt, 
&c. would out Ignorance warraht you, to 
ſer up your Inferences and Conclufions/ as (- 
racles and Ordinances, without dhy Pvidene 
or Authority frotn the Word, and be thereby 
confirmed im your confident Aſfertions? It 
may be enonghy to have evinced to you, that 
yours is riot,carmot be tharOrdinarce of Chriſil 
that Principle and Foundation-Dodrine, (> 
confidently afferted by you.” Yet not to leave 

you in the Dark, take Here my apprehenſion 

of this Text, and wherein I am perſwaded | 

have the mind of Chriſt, viz. 


The Apofile, the better to gain their Atren- p4eh. 5. 
tov to the great Dodtrige of the High Prizſft- 1, g. 
hood, tells heth in the foregoing Chapter, by pened, 


way. of reproof, how dull of bearing they 
had been in times paſt, how little they had im» 
prove Time or Talent, what little progreſs 
they had made in Chriftizxity, and what Babes 
they' yet” were therein, and who, inſtead off 
btating flrong mear in DoQrine he was deli. 
vering to them, they ſtood jn more need off 
Milk ,and to be taught again thoſe beginning+ 
#ords of God, wherein in their tirit planting! 
they had been inflraFed; which notwithſtand-« 
y.- 0D 
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ing for. the preſent he would forbear to preſs 
upon them, but go forward in his Delign. 


Not laying again the Fowndation of Repen- 
- tance and Faith, the Doftrine of Baptiſmes, 
Laying on'of Hands, Reſurredion) and Fudg- 
ment, which are-all the Principles that are 
here enumerated; which ſome.call five, ſome 
fix, and ſcme ſeven 'though as to the num- 
ber, if they muſt be taken: for, all the begin- 
ning-Prixciples, I conceive wer thuſt either 
ſappole them very comprebenſive,. or elſe many 
miuſt be left out;, as-che Tex. Commandments, 
and ſeveral of the- Inſtitutions, ſuch as the 
Lord's Supper, which 1 preſume will go for 
a beginning» teaching as well as Baptiſm. _ 


Therefore we muſt ſuppoſe that Repentance 
and Faith muſt compxthend all, boththe Ne- 
gative and Poſitive part of Holineſs ;-thoſe of 
Baptiſmes and Laying on of Hands, the Infti- 
tations, Priviledges and Order in the Church 
of God; Reſwrreftion and Fudgment,the whole 
of oux Hope and Happinc(s for the time to 
con.c 3 and particularly that Dottrite of lay- 
ing, on of hands, to contain not gnly, thoſe 
laying on of hands. by, which the Feraoalous 
Healiugs and ſpixitual Gifts were attained for 
contirmation of the Goſpel, .but chaſe laying 
09.0t. hands fox the inveltiture of the Church- 
Cfi-ers. who were to granſad the whaeorder 
ot God's Houſe, for the edification of each 
Mcmber, and therefore. neceflary to bg taught 
ts every one. And this is that, which amongſt 
the reſt. they had necd to be taught, and might 
have 
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have' been tcachers of themſclves 3 viz. what 
was the end, uſe, bleſſing and benefit of ſuch © 
a Rite in the ſeveral Miniſtrations thereof 3 but 
no groand jn the leaſt ro confirm it to oye 
particular, much leſs to ſuch an one of which 
on ky Ulable either here,, gr 1n the whole 'Book 

0 a W ; 
But why would you infer, that we by the 
Dodtrine of Laying on of hands, may take 
ig all the Laying on of hands ſpoken of? when» 
as it is ſaid laying on of hands in.the Sivgu» 
lar, and nog layings on of hands in the Plu» 
ral Number; therefore miuſt 'refpe& only ons 
ſort of laying on of hands, 


Which 5A meer Criticiſm;and has nothin 


of Trath in, it ; the Dodrive of laying on s Anſw. 


hands is as mich; Plural, and' may reſpe& the 
reaching of all ſorts, of laying on of hands, 
as the Doftritie of Baptiſmes reſpes all ſorts 
of Baptiſmes. 

But why ſhould any be offended that we 


Tk 


pray for a Bleſſiag upon our Brethren or Si- On). 7. 


fters after their Baptiſm, or upon theic admil- 
ſion into the Churclf, whereby the whole may 
alſo take the better notice for whom we pray?. 


To which I anſwer, that we are not »f- y 
fended at a praftice of that kind, be it lifting yo. 
up or laying on of bands, provided it be not 
urged as a thing of abſolute neceſſity ; while 
the Biſhopt of old uſed many Ceremonies, peo- 
ple were not ſo, much concerned, but when 
they would impoſe them as neceſſary, and Injii» 

Dz2 tutions* 


Obj. 6. 
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tutions of Chriſt, that broke the Peace, and 
occaſioned much miſchief ſo to all ſuch lay- 
ing on of hands, a beginning-Doftrixe , or 
Oracle of God, a Foundation of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, to which every Member and Diſciple 
of Chriſt ought to ſubmit, upon penalty of 
Non-Communion for *the negleQing' or re- 
j:Rting a Foundation: Principle , though no 
one word of Inſtitx'ioy, Command , Precept, 
or Example for the ſame 3 and that under pre- 
tence of receiving more of that Spirit of Chrift 
thereby, which is a Spirit of Love, Meekneſs, 


Humility, Tenderneſs, Peace, Edification , 


there appears to be moxe of that other Spirit 
of wncharitable judging , rending , tearing, 
and dividing the Body of Chriſt ; and for af- 
ſcrting for Dotfrine and Pradlice the Cuſtoms, 
Commandments and Traditions 'of ren 3 it is 
for theſe things our Offence lies, as fo well 
founded upon Dent. 4, 2. & 12. 32. Rev. 22. 
18. Prov. 30.6. 


There are two-Objcftions more that I have 
lately mct with, that I think very neceſſary to 
give ſome Anſwer to 3 theone is this, viz. 

Obj. 8. That as to the Pygint of Antiquity, 
though (tis granted) the Ancients and their 
Followers ever ſince, have ſo much erred, not 
only in the Subjeft, but divers Circumſtances 
about this Rite of Tmpoſition of hands 3 . yet 
maſinuch as there hath been all along ſuch a 
Witneſs born to the thing it ſelf it makes much 


tor its Apoſtolicalneſs, and coufurms our Pra» ; 


bliee thercins 


Anſw« 


| 
| 
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Anſ.1.To which,Ifay,That it doth not ap- 
pear that ſuch a Witneſs hath been born all 3- 
ong thereto 3 for as Mr. Baxter ſo ingenuouſly 
acknowledgeth, that Tuſtin Martyr, Ireneus, 
and others in thoſe times are 3s ſilent about it,as 
theScripture is that any of the Apoſtles did ever 
ſo pradiiſe it in the firſt times thoſe Anthorj- 
ties that are pretended to aſſert the ſame in the 
firſt Centaries, having been proved te be fo 
ſpurious aid ſappoſititions. 


Anſw. 2, But Secondly, If the Practice of it 
ſhould be granted to be as ancient as the keep- 
ing of er and Lent, Dioceſan B5ſhops, and 
Teri, and many other things that have 
been ſo generally received and pratfiſed, it up 
more proves it therefore to be Apoſtolica! than 
each of them 3 For a pretence to Ancient Pre» 
ſcription, without a Word of God to war- 
rant it, can never juſtifie the Divine Antbority 
of any Pract | 


Ohj: 9. The other is this, tiz- That as tq 
politive Scripture-DIyſtitztion, ſo much called 
for to juſtific our praQtice of laying, on of bands 
upon all the Baptizcd, from Precept or Exam: 
ple, it is not only wnareaſonable, but dangerous, 
as to many Truths,to be demanded(as hath'in 
expreſs words been lately told me ) tor where 
is the plain word either for Iomen's receiving 
the Lord's Supper, or to lay on bands upon 
Officers 2 


In anſwer whercto, I muſt needs fay I am 
much grievcd and altoniſhed ar ſuch ptevari- 
D 3 cation 5 
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cation 3 and than which, what cn. more be- 
tray the Truth and Juſtice. of ; your Caule ? 
for do not your own Anſwers to luch_ like In- 
ſtances, fouſudly brought by the Pedobaptiſts, 
ſufficiently confaze you ? And do you not know 
that if we had not plain and poſitive Scripture 
for both, that we would not praliſe either ? 
For is not-1 Cor.11.28. compared with 1 Tim, 
2. 4, 5, & Gal. 3-28. a ſuthcient Precept for 
Womens Receiving / And Ads 1» 14. with 
Chap. 2. 42, 44+ ſubſtantial - evidence for the 
Pradiice thercof? - And as for laying on of 
hands upon Officers; is not 1 Tims 5. 22+ @ 
full Precept? And As 6. 6. & 13+3+& 14, 
23+ 1 Tin 4. 14. as clear Prefidents for the 
ſame? And may we not warrantably ay, 
Let there be but as good Scripture-Authority 
produced tor laying on of Hands upon all Bap- 
tized Believers bctore they are op ary £0 
partake of the Lords Swpper, and it ſhall ſuf- 
fice? But to ſet up a Pratice in God's Wor- 
ſhip, without a warranty from his Ford by 
ſome plain poſitive Rule and Direion'the thing 
pleaded for by you) is no Iels (in my Judg: 
ment) than tv give connteuance to all the An- 
tichriſtian Innovations, to Ict go at once the 
ſtrongeſt Hold of Proteſtantiſm, reproach the 
Wiſdom of Chrift, and flight the Awthbority of 
the Holy Scriptures, as though we had not a 

ſufficient diretiion therein in all parts of God's 

Worſhip. 


| 
; 


And therefore to all thoſe worthy Sayings | 


to this purpoſe, of thoſe. Eminent men ment1- 
oned in the Treatiſe of Bapt- p. 93+ I ſhall add 


that moſt remarkable Expreſſion of Dr. Owen 
which 


| 
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; s 
which you'l hnd in his Communion with God,p.'D.Owen- 


171. vis. This then they who bold Communion 
with Chriſt, are careful of, they will admit of 
nothing, pratliſe nothing in the Worſhip of God, 
private or-publick , but what they have bis war- 
rant for ; for unleſs it comes in bis Name, with 
Thus ſaith the Lord Jeſus, thef will not bear 
au Angel from Heaven ; they know the Apoſtles 
themſelves were to teach the Saints ouly what 
Chriſt commanded them, Mat. 28. 20» 

By which ſound and wholeſom Rule well 
obſerved, we are delivered from all Humane 
Inyentjons and Traditions z and by which 
Confirmation , Infants-Baptiſm, Lent , Eafter, 
&c- and a hundred more of like import, are 
turned out of doors, as accuſing Chriſt of un- 
faichfulneſs, and the Scripture of inſufficien- 


Cy: 

And to which purpoſe, T. G. himſelf hath 
ſo very well urged lately to Dr. Stillingfleet, 
about Iyfant-Baptiſm, from Dr. Falk, out of 


Irenexs ;, viz. When the Heretichs are reproved Ireneus. 


out of Scripture, they fall to accuſing the Scrip- 
tures, 45 if all is not well in them, and that the 
Truth cannot be found ont of them that know 
not Tradition : And therefore that Tertullian 
ſaith, Take away theſe things from the Heretickg, 
(which they bold with the Ethnicks) that they 
may ſtay their Queſtions upon the Scripture only. 


The 
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The Concluſion. 


Hus: you? have had a candid Accowont of 
; the Riſe, Groiweb and Progreſs of this 


Rite:of Confirmation or Laying on of Hafds, 


from the beginning to this dzy (amongſt alt 
Perfwakiohs that have owned it) with the Au- 
thorzeter apbn which it hath been founded and' 
inepoſted ;'; together with a genuine Exantixari- 
on. of the Grownds and each Party have 
given coſyuſtific the ſame. And may we not 
upon'the whole, fairly come to the following 
Condidfions ? viz+ 

1. That there doth not appear to be the' 
leaſt $oyiprure- Preceps or Prattice for any ſach 
Ordinance of Confirmation, or an Impoling of 
Hands upon all the Baptized before they break 
Brea; or are admitted into Chutch-Commur- 
muon ' 

2. \ That the Inftantes produced to prove it 
an #poſtolitat Tradition, are impiow Lies and 
Forgerity. 

3: That the Amtboraties by which it hath 
been heretofore enjoyned, were nothing but 
Antichriftian Canons and Deerecs. 

4+ That the moſt eminent Witneſſes and Con- 
feſſors that oppoſed the Antichriſtian Vſurpa* 


tions and Innovations, have all along witne(- | 
ſed'vpainſt and impugned this of Confirmation, | 
viz. The Novatians, Donatifts, Waldenſes,Greek, | 


Churches, Wickliftans, &c. : 
A 
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All which are worthy the ſerious Confide+ 
ration of all Sober and Judicious Chriftians;and 
are cocky recommended to them, who ha+ 
ving .rejetied Infants,” and embraced Beliguers+ 
Baptiſm, do yet cleave to this PraJice, with 
theſe following Obſervations, viz. 

7. That it is moſt manifeſt that thoſe Popes, 
Councils and Fathers, that have cojoyned and 
impoſed Infants Jpriniging for a Sacrament, Or 
an—Qrdinance of Chrift, have enjoyncd this 
alſo a5 ſ#ch. 


24. That the Principal Arguments that have 
been pretended for the one, have been. .grged 
and pleaded for the other alſo 3 viz. Fpoſtolical 
Tradition, and pretended Inferences aud Con- 
ſequences. rom Scripture. 

* 3+, That the Famous Churches and, Confeſ- 
ſors that, have oppoſed Infants-ſprinkling, as 
Superſtitions, Popiſh and Antichriſtian , have 

Mn the ſame account, oppoſed this alſo. 

4+ That ic doth not appear that any Zapri- 
zed Church ox People did. ever, iv any Age or 
Conntrey, own ſuch a Pringiple, or, Praftice to 
this day, except ſome in this Natiaz. in theſe 
late Times. h OE 

But then it may, well-be enquired, if this be 
ſo Navel, a thing amongft the Bapzifts, how 
c hoſe in this, Cenutrey {0 to receive and 
prach it, as before alerted? 

To. which I give the following Account, as 
I have received it under the Hang. of one, that 
afhras , to have had the perfect knowledge 
off, as being au eye and cax-witneſg of t 
my and who certifics. to this purpoſe, vis 


© That 
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How when © That about the year 1646, ſome 27 yeart" 
wo! why, « ſince, one My. Cornwell , beretofore a pub- 
of bond, © lick, Preacher, then 's Member and " Mi- 


was pre- «© nifter” of a Baptized | Congregation in . 
iſedby «Kent, was a great Aſſerter of this Principle 
_ « and Prattice ; who coming about that time w- | * 
Nation. © #0 that Baptized Congregation, then meeting i b 
<«+he Spittle Biſhopſgate-Street, Lond. did from L 


_ Heb.5:12; 13- & 6.1,2+ preach the necſiry 7 
a ping on of Hands inferring from thence, | 
© thoſe that were not under laying on of bands ,* | 
. © were nbt Babes in Chriſt :had not God yor Come |F 
<& munion with God.” | Wherenvon , ſeveral of }F © 
« the ſaid Congregation were perſwaded to comt be 
* that Prattice 3 and which notwithſtaud- Aj 
« zng, the Church in Tenderneſs indulged to themy | 77 
<« upon their promiſe of a _peaceable 'demeanour 1 
&« in the Church. Notwithſtanding which their By 


FP 


« ſaid - Promiſe, they did afterwards ot only 


« vreſr their ſaid Perſwaſion mucharitably, ' | 
« they bad been taught by their af veſgid Texcb- ter 
« er 5 Vit. That nowe were Babes in Chrilt, tor | bas 
« had Common with God without it 3 theres _ 


« Pris, By a Leading Brother amongſt them, 3n 
« 2 Book. ralled 's Oracles, and Chritts £ 


: | the 
« fox the ſame ; and from that very Schiſm props 
« vated the ſame Principle and Pradice among ft, 


« kept that diſtance from their Bretbrtn "Owt. 

<< owning the ſame) as not efteeming of cone! cw 
<« nicating with them as the true Church _— 
« becaxſe defefive in one of the beginning- Prin 
« ciples 
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Now this being a truc co $ ©o mat- 
ter of Fa& 3 doth it_not naturally follow? 
Firſt, That ſuch a Principle ſo ſuck'd in, 
and received, is fownded in groſs Ignorance and 
Errar?. For what can more {avour of Darkxeſs 
andError,than to make our Adoption and Com- 
munion with God to depend-upon ſome Exter- 
nal AQ done? As though. Chritt himſelf. was 
utterly, miſtaken , when he tells us, That as 
many us receive bim, bave the priviledge to. be- 
come the Children of God, even as many as ds 
believe in bis Name, Johu 1- 12, 13. And the 
Apoſtle alſo in contumation thereof, That we 
are all the Children of, God by Faith in Chrift 
Teſus, "Gal. 3. 26, And, that of bis own will 
we aze begotten by the word of Truth, Jam.1-16- 
But this rinc aſſexts our New-Birth in 
another. way, by the Laying'on of Hands at- 
ter Baptiſm (and as though perſons might be 
baptized that were not Children of God 3 buc 
afterwgrds.to be made ſo. by this new way 3 ) 
thereby-confirming the Swperſtitzon of the Pa- 


| piſts,. in [their, Idolizing this Rite above all 


other Ordinances, as before. | 

And Secondly, The Principle ( upon this 
account) appears not more erroneous, 'than 
the Pratice upon it, corrupt and vicious 3.vizs 


| to make'a Separation from -the Charch upou 


it ſo contrary not only to known Order, Diſ- 
cipline and Duty, but their declared Promiſe 5 
and therefore muſt not all thoſe Churches of 


1 that Conſtitution, neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to 
be founded in Sin and Schiſm, as well as in 
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preat Error and Ignorance ? and conceriding 5 
which #1nnatxral and: undue Separation, 'Þ h +. 
ſome of Eminency amongſt them, have |; ely 
ſo had their Conviftion, as to plead R 
/ therein with their-Bretbren, and-who I 4 Ohh 
( hos fem ths ee Pea the Kew Yr C 
\, ven __ _— and FORE Ally bei 
*brought forth thereupon)will nat 4 
to conſider the Root whence" it | 
ſprung, viz. the miftaken Principle, as he 
diſcovered}, for 2s our Saviour tells ns, Met.5, 
17, 18. That it is, the corrupe Tree that b 
cm bear evi fon, ſo the corrupt 
bear good fruit. © All' which is cCommerx 
tothe ſerious Conflbytion of the 4 
and Fudicjous 3 not doubting bur þ 
haffoin when nor cdl = 
_—_ weſr, but all Mi of Era and 
It be- z- and'that the 
of Thwed will fo Gar is Eight and'Tra 
andtcauſt it ſo waters pp out of the Eayr 
that Knowledge (hal? fill the Earth as the wa 
coyer the Sea> when Diſcord and Divi 
ſhali ſo ceaſe amongſt his People, that they ſh 
not with their Bobyloniſh L auguage vex 
another any more,but with one Lip and Sho 
dey (hall-ferye the Lord* with one conſent» 


for-the*ſ{predy acc and fulfilling ſus 
eo gas 7 woe} Fre lerall the V g 
rightſay Amen, Tie: j 


© 


'FIN15S 


